
Lately my online newsfeed is filled 

with inspirational quotes that 

friends or family have “liked”.  

Sometimes these are familiar sen-

timents, but often times they are 

less well-known wisdoms.  I be-

lieve these motivational quotes 

have the power to lighten our 

days, give us the courage to pur-

sue a dream, or simply guide and 
inspire our path, and maybe that’s 

why so many people “like” them.  

We have included some of these 

in our Fall Newsletter.   

 

The theme for our 2014-2015 

Tallahassee Women Lawyers year 

is “Be Inspired”. We hope that 

through our programming you will 

be inspired to improve the status 

of women in the legal profession, 

in the Tallahassee community, and 

across the State of Florida; to 

engage with members of the judi-

cial, legal and political community, 

as well as law students and busi-

ness leaders; celebrate our mem-

ber and chapter accomplish-

ments; commit to increasing 

the diversity and strength of 

our membership; and to con-

nect to one another at meet-

ings or through attending a 

“Simply Social” event this year.   

 

The strength of our organiza-

tion lies with our members, 
and for the last several years, 

membership in TWL has re-

mained consistent.  Every fall, 

the TWL newsletter is mailed 

circuit-wide, to members and 

non-members alike.  If you are 

reading this and our programs 

appeal to you, please make 

plans to attend a TWL meeting 

or join our organization (our 

membership application is in-

cluded).  If you are a member 

of TWL, but demands for your 

time have temporarily taken 

you in another direction, I 

hope that you will re-engage 

with TWL in 2014.   (cont. p.3) 

President’s Message 

Judicial Reception—Save the Date!      

Every Fall, Tallahassee’s legal 

community gathers to honor 

members of the local judici-

ary for their service. This 

year, the 32nd Annual Judi-

cial Reception will be held 

Thursday, October 9, 

2014,  from 5:30-7:30PM 

at Florida’s Historic Cap-

itol. 

For information 

concerning sponsor-

ship, see the form 

inside on page 9 or 

contact Diane  

DeWolf at  

(850) 414-3818. 

 
TWL thanks our 

early bird sponsors, 

listed on page 8. 
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Upcoming events: 

October 9, 2014 

32nd Annual Judicial 

Reception at Florida’s  

Historic Capitol 

 

November 12, 2014 

Florida Military Veterans 

Dinner meeting  

 

December 10, 2014 

Holiday Party and 

Dessert Contest 

Lunch meeting  
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Jessica Leigh, TWL 2014-2015 

President, is Deputy Supervising 

Attorney for the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services, Division of 
Licensing.  She represents the 
Department in all aspects of 
administrative and appellate law 

pertaining to concealed weapon 
and firearms licenses, private 
security, private investigation, 

and recovery services.  Ms. 

Leigh can be reached at  

TallahasseeWomenLawyers 

@gmail.com. 

mailto:TallahasseeWomenLawyers@gmail.com
mailto:TallahasseeWomenLawyers@gmail.com


 

 
Every Fall, Tallahassee’s legal 

community gathers to honor 

members of its local judiciary 

for their service and commit-

ment to the profession. TWL 

invites you to join us at the 

32nd Annual Judicial Reception, 

which will be held on Thursday, 

October 9, 2014, from 5:30-

7:30PM at Florida’s Historic 

Capitol.   

 
TWL’s Judicial Reception pro-

vides an opportunity to step 

outside the courtroom and 

show our support and appreci-

ation to the individuals who 

contribute so much to the 

administration of justice 

throughout the State.  

 
Our honored guests will in-

clude members of the Florida 

Supreme Court, the Florida 

First District Court of Appeal, 

Leon County Circuit and 

County Courts, the Division of 

Administrative Hearings, and 

the United States District 

Court for the Northern Dis-

trict of Florida. Notably, this 

year’s reception will feature a 

program brochure commemo-

rating the festive evening and 

recognizing our local judiciary.  

 
For the past several years, the 

event has been held at Florida’s 

Historic Capitol, which once 

housed the Florida Supreme 

Court. The building’s iconic 

dome and striped awnings will 

once again serve as a fitting 

backdrop to this year’s event.  

 
Advance tickets are $25 

(members) and $30 (non-

members). They may be pur-

chased in person at TWL’s 

monthly meetings or online at 

http://tinyurl.com/mohkzzj (an 

online service fee of $1 will be 

added).  

 
Please keep the receipt e-

mailed to you as this will con-

stitute your ticket for admis-

sion to the reception. Tickets 

will be available at the event for 

$30 (TWL members) and $35 

(non-members).  

The 32nd Annual Judicial Reception  
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Olivia Klein, TWL Historian, 

is Bar Counsel with the 

Florida Bar, Tallahassee 

Branch of Lawyer Regula-

tion.  Ms. Klein can be 

reached at 

OKlein@flabar.org. 

History of the Judicial Reception 

Rachel Nordby, TWL 

Judicial Reception Director, 

is a Deputy Solicitor Gen-

eral for the State of Flori-

da.  In this capacity she 

represents the State and its 

agencies before all levels of 

state and federal courts in 

cases involving constitution-

al challenges or issues of 

statewide importance.  Ms. 

Nordby can be reached at 

Rachel.Nordby@gmail.com. 

The Judicial Reception brings 

local judges and members of 

the Tallahassee legal communi-

ty together in a social forum to 

mix and mingle while enjoying a 

delicious assortment of food 

and beverages.  The first TWL 

Judicial Reception was launched 

at Forest Meadows Racquet 

Club on April 7, 1983 during 
Cathy Lannon’s term as presi-

dent.  Linda Cargill Smith was 

the first Chair.  In 1993, TWL 

expanded the honored guests 

to include DOAH judges and, 

in 1997, TWL adopted a policy 

of including the DOAH judges 

as honorees.   

 
In 1986 the Judicial Reception 

moved to the 22nd Floor of 

the Capitol with more than 150 

people in attendance.  From 

then until 2008, the host site 

alternated between the Capi-

tol, the Museum of Florida 

History and the Mary Brogan 

Museum. Since 2008, the Judi-

cial Reception has been held at 

Florida’s Historic Capitol.  

Since its inception, the Judicial 

Reception has grown each year 

and is now a favorite legal and 

social highlight in October in 

downtown Tallahassee.   

 
1998 was the first time that 

TWL sought sponsorships to 

defray the cost of the event.  

Since then, many law firms , 

businesses and individuals have 

generously sponsored Platinum, 

Gold, Silver and Bronze level 

donations each year making it 

one of TWL’s most successful 

events.  

For information 

about sponsorship 

opportunities, includ-

ing sponsor space in 

the commemorative 

program, please con-

tact Diane DeWolf, 

JR Development 

Chair, at dgdewolf 
@comcast.net or via 

the sponsorship form 

included on page 9 of 

this newsletter. 
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TWL thanks the members of 

the Tallahassee legal commu-

nity for their support.  We also 

thank the TWL members who 

have served as the Chair of the 

Judicial Reception as well as 

those who served on the Judi-

cial Reception commit-tees 

over the past 31 years. Their 

continued support, hard work, 

and dedication have built a 

strong foundation for future 

growth, and ensured that the 

Judicial Reception would be 

successful for years to come. 

Be a part this historic  TWL 

tradition!  Purchase a ticket to 

the Judicial Reception or - even 

better - step up and be a  
sponsor.  Join us on October 9, 

2014, for one of the best legal 

social events of the year. 



TWL thanks all the Early Bird Judicial 

Reception Sponsors!   

 

See pages 6-7 for details. 
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President’s Message (continued from Page 1) 

In addition, I encourage 

you to:  nominate a fellow 

TWL member for TWL’s 

Inspirational Community 

Engagement Award (p. 11);  

volunteer for one of 

TWL’s committees; serve 

as a mentor to a new at-

torney or FSU College of 

Law student through our 

mentoring partnership 

(p.10); or continue to fos-

ter the friendship and sup-

portive networks of TWL by 

bringing a potential new or 

returning member with you 

to one of our events. 

On a daily basis I am in-

spired by our members as 

well as TWL’s involvement 

in the Tallahassee communi-

ty, and I am honored to 

serve as your 2014-2015 

President.   

Tallahassee Women 

Lawyers also has an up-

d a t e d  w e b s i t e 

(www.mytwl.org) com-

plete with an event cal-

endar, as well as a new 

Facebook fan page that 

we hope you will “like” 

in order to follow our 

activities throughout the 

year.   

SPREAD SOME SUNSHINE! 
Has something wonderful 

happened in your life or in 

the life of another TWL 

member?  Do you know of a 

TWL member who has 

adopted a child, celebrated an 

anniversary, opened a new 

law office, been appointed to 

a board, or needs a little 

sunshine due to the loss of a 

loved one recently?   

The TWL Sunshine Chair 

sends correspondence to 

TWL members on behalf of 

the organization and would 

love to hear about any news 

related to our members!   

To spread some sunshine, 

simply email Judge Jessica 

Varn, TWL Sunshine Chair,                     

Jessica.Varn@doah.state.fl.us    

Hon. Jessica Varn, 

TWL Sunshine Chair, 

is an administrative 

law judge with DOAH. 

mailto:Jessica.Varn@doah.state.fl.us


It was a wonderful meeting on 

Wednesday, July 9, 2014, at 

which Tallahassee Women 

Lawyers installed the new 

Board of Directors and Com-

mittee Chairs for 2014-2015.   

 

 
This year marks the 35th anni-

versary of Tallahassee Women 

Lawyers, and the new 31 mem-

ber board is working hard to 

make this the best year yet.  

 

 
The installation was conducted 

by the Honorable Simone 

Marstiller of the First District 

Court of Appeal. The meeting 

also featured a Past President’s 

Reception, in which past  

presidents of Tallahassee 

Women Lawyers were recog-

nized and honored with a com-

memorative pin.  

 

Overall, the July Board Installa-

tion and Past President’s Re-

ception meeting was a great 

way to kick off 

the 2014-2015  

year and to 

inspire our 

members to 

get involved in 

philanthropy 

and the com-

munity.  

2014-2015 Board Installation  

Ms. Stansbury and Ms. Watkins 

presented on the topic of phi-

lanthropy and provided infor-

mation on and valuable insight 

into current trends in philan-

thropy, including the impact of 

social media on fundraising. 

The meeting concluded with an 

interactive “quiz,” which al-

lowed attendees to test their 

knowledge of philanthropy and 

win prizes.  

 

The theme of the July meeting 

was “Women in Leadership & 

Philanthropy.”  

The program featured speakers 

Alyce Lee Stansbury, Founder 

and President of Stansbury 

Consulting, and Joy R. Watkins, 

J.D., President and CEO of the 

Community Foundation of 

North Florida.  

 

“When you 

Dance with your 

Donors, let them 

lead” - Alyce 

Lee Stansbury 
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July Meeting:  Women In Leadership and Philanthropy 

Christin Gonzalez, 

TWL Director of 
Programs, is an associ-
ate with Novey Law, 

where she practices in 

the area of marital and 
family law.  Ms. Gonza-
lez can be reached at 

ChristinGonza-

lez@noveylaw.com 



advise the Obama Administra-

tion of best practices in com-

bating human trafficking. Most 

recently he was appointed by 

Attorney General Pam Bondi 

to serve on the Florida 

Statewide Council on Human 

Trafficking.  

Professor Coonan will address 

human trafficking issues in Flor-
ida, a state which is currently a 

top destination for the traffick-

ing of prostitutes and laborers.  

In the past few years, Federal 

prosecutors throughout the 

Professor Coonan is a national-

ly recognized human rights 

advocate and known for his 

work in combating human traf-

ficking. In addition to Professor 

Coonan’s work at FSU Law, he 

has also worked at the Depart-

ment of Justice, litigated asylum 

and immigration cases nation-

wide, and has worked on vari-
ous United Nations human 

rights projects.  

 

In 2013, Professor Coonan was 

invited to the White House to 

state have identified hundreds 

of victims of human trafficking, 

including a significant number 

of cases of “domestic servi-

tude.” Professor Coonan will 

speak about these current top-

ics in human trafficking, includ-

ing its prevalence throughout 

North Florida as well as the 

current laws and other legisla-
tion in place in Florida that 

address the issue of human 

trafficking.  He will also address 

current efforts to combat this 

problem.  

September Meeting:  Combating Human Trafficking  

Upcoming Events 

TWL members and friends are 

running/walking as a group, so 

register online at http://

www.refugehouse.com/

index.php/5k-run-registration.  

If TWL registers 20 or more 

people in our group, TWL will 

get a yard sign at the finish line!  

Let friends and family know 

too!  

Once you’ve registered, let 

Christina Shideler, TWL Com-

munity Service Chair, know so 

you and your friends can be 

added to the TWL group!   

Christina can be reached at  

shideler.christina@gmail.com 

REFUGE HOUSE 5K RUN/

WALK: 

This year TWL is excited to 

participate in The Refuge 

House 5k! The run/walk will be 

held on October 5, 2014 at 

4pm at the Southwood Town 

Center.  
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Terence C. “Terry” 

Coonan, is Executive 
Director of the Center for 
the Advancement of Hu-

man Rights at The FSU 

College of Law.   

 
He is nationally recognized 
for his work in combating 

human trafficking. 

Christian Cutillo, TWL 

Special Events Chair, is an 

associate with Vezina, 

Lawrence & Piscitelli, 

P.A.  Ms. Cutillo can be 

reached at ccutil-

lo@vlplaw.com 

PAINTING WITH A TWIST: 

 
Please join Tallahassee Wom-

en Lawyers on Tuesday, Au-

gust 19, 2014 for a “simply 

social” event at Painting with a 

Twist, 1660 North Monroe 

Street, Suite 8, in Tallahassee.   

 

The private TWL event is 

scheduled for two hours start-

ing at 7:00p.m.  The cost is 

$40.00 and $5.00 from each 

reservation will be donated to 

Refuge House.   

 

 

Please feel free to bring in your 

favorite beverage and snack to 

enjoy during class.   

 

Space is limited so please regis-

ter by either calling Painting 

with a Twist at 850-222-1385 

or through the following link: 

http://

www.paintingwithatwist.co

m/events/viewEvent.aspx?

eventID=247246.   

 

The password to register is 

“LAWYER.” 

http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=247246
http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=247246
http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=247246
http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.aspx?eventID=247246
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Membership—There’s More Than Meets the Eye 

throughout my career and can only 

imagine how many more moments I 

would have experienced as an active 

member of TWL. 

 

Okay.  I’ll confess.  I entered the 

second stage of my career because I 

thought joining TWL was what “you 

were supposed to do.”  You know.  

Pass The Bar, work a few years, join 

TWL.  While I am grateful for this 

second stage because it brought me 

to the third stage, I do wish that I 

had jumped straight into the third. 

  

The third stage has provided me 

with opportunities to grow as a 

person, both personally and profes-

sionally.  As an active member of 

TWL, I have met – and continue to 

meet – lawyers in the Second Cir-

cuit – female and male – who prac-

tice different types of law, have 

diverse interests and backgrounds, 

and are incredibly wonderful and 

supportive people.  I have attended 

educational and informative meet-

ings on a variety of topics, have 

participated in the Tallahassee Bar 

Association’s chili cook-off and as-

sisted with Jazz for Justice, benefiting 

Legal Services of North Florida, and 

have spoken with our state repre-

sentatives and senators about legis-

As I sit at my computer to write 

this article, I am struck by the 

thought that I can divide my time 

as a lawyer in the Second Judicial 

Circuit into three stages:  (1) not 

a member of TWL; (2)  inactive 

member of TWL; and (3) active 

member of TWL.   

 

Setting aside the fact that this 

article seeks to encourage mem-

bership in TWL, I can honestly 

say that this third stage in my 

career is by far the best.  If you 

fall into the first or second cate-

gories, it is my hope that you will 

benefit from my experience and 

jump feet first into the third.   

 

When I began practicing law, I 

told myself that I could not join a 

local bar association because I had 

not been practicing law long 

enough.  What a silly notion that 

was!  As an active member in 

TWL, I have supported and en-

couraged younger lawyers in their 

careers and have witnessed 

countless more experienced law-

yers do the same, welcoming new 

people with open arms.  I look 

back with gratitude on the mo-

ments of mentoring that were 

unexpectedly provided to me 

lation.  TWL is a local chapter of 

the Florida Association for Women 

Lawyers (“FAWL”).  Through my 

involvement with TWL, I have be-

come active in FAWL and have had 

the opportunity to meet lawyers 

throughout the state.  I wish the 

same opportunities for you. 

 

If you have even the slightest bit of 

interest in TWL, I encourage you 

to skip the first and second stages 

referenced above and jump straight 

into the third.  A membership appli-

cation is inserted in this newsletter.  

On it is a list of all of the commit-

tees that TWL has formed on the 

application.  Please select what 

committee(s) you may be interest-

ed in serving on and a TWL Board 

member will be in touch.  If you are 

already a member and would like to 

serve on a committee, please con-

tact me.  I am happy to help facili-

tate your committee involvement.  

Please contact me at 850-224-7091 

or catherine@guildaylaw.com if you 

have any questions or would like to 

talk about TWL.   

 

I am happy to encourage you to 

jump.   

“I am happy 

to encourage 

you to jump” 

Catherine Chapman, 

TWL President-Elect, is 

a shareholder with the 

law firm of Guilday, 

Schwartz, Simpson, 

West, Hatch & Lowe, 

P.A. where she practic-

es civil and administra-

tive litigation and 

appellate law.  Ms. 

Chapman can be 

reached at Catherine 

@guildaylaw.com 

Who:  Anyone! 
 

What:  short essay 
 
When:  Due 9/30/14 

 
Where:  trudy@ 
guildaylaw.com 

 
Why:  2 FREE JR Tickets  

TWL’s First Annual Writing Contest:   

Importance of an Independent Judiciary 

 

The only rules are:   

 Work must be original. 

 250 word limit 

 Topic must be addressed (you 

choose how). 

 Entries must be submitted by 5 p.m. 

9/30/14 via email. 

 Winner will be announced via e-blast 

prior to the Judicial Reception; tickets 

will be at “will call”. 

 

Can you write? 

Do you want a shot at two tickets to 

the TWL Judicial Reception? 

Do you want a chance to have an 

essay published in TWL’s next news-

letter? 

 

If you answered “yes” to one or all of 

those questions, get your pen out and 
submit your best 250-word essay address-

ing the importance of an independent 

judiciary.  

 



Member News and Notes 
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Congratulations 

to Christina 

Arzillo Shide-

ler, TWL  
Community Ser-

vice Chair, on her 

June 13th wed-

ding to  

Adam  

Shideler. 

Meredith Hinshel-

wood is a TWL 

member and board 

member. She is get-

ting married in  
October and has a 

new position with 
the Office of Financial 

Regulation as a  
Senior Attorney in 

the Division of Finan-

cial Institutions.  

Congratulations to TWL Members Karla Ellis (l) and 

Christi Gray (r) on being recognized as Leaders in 

the Law at the 2014 FAWL Annual Meeting! 

Gigi Rollini, TWL and FAWL 

past president, was recently 

appointed Florida’s Delegate to 

the National Association of 

Women Lawyers by FAWL and 

selected as one of Florida’s 

Top 40 Litigators Under 40. 

We'd like to extend a 

warm welcome to  
Danielle Zemola, who 

recently moved to  
Tallahassee, joining the 

Civil Rights Division of 

the Attorney General's  
office.  Welcome to 

TWL! 

Meghan Boudreau 

Daigle, TWL Past Presi-

dent 2012-2013, has been 

appointed as Traffic  
Hearing Officer of the 

Second Judicial Circuit of 

Florida.   
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Tallahassee Women Lawyers is Especially 
Grateful to the Early Bird Sponsors of the 

32nd Annual Judicial Reception 

Diamond and Platinum Sponsors 

Berger Singerman 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Akerman, LLP 

Ausley & McMullen 

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt 

Guilday Law 

Hinkle & Foran 

Holland & Knight 

Hopping Green & Sams 

Kelsey Appellate Law Firm 

Messer Caparello, P.A.  

Radey Law  

Rumberger Kirk & Caldwell 

Theriaque & Spain  

The Sketchley Law Firm, P.A. 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Butler Pappas Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP 

Capital City Bank 

Coppins Monroe Adkins & Dincman, P.A. 

Florida Justice Association 

Fonvielle Lewis Foote & Messer 

Hollimon, P.A.  

Nabors Giblin & Nickerson, P.A. 

Novey Law 

Rutledge Ecenia 

The Mills Firm, P.A. 

 

Friends of TWL 

Wendy Loquasto, Fox & Loquasto, P.A. 

Angie Pichard, Goodwin-Pichard Investigation Agency 
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   Tallahassee Women Lawyers 

    32nd Annual Judicial Reception 

      Sponsorship Form 
 

**This Year’s Reception Takes Place October 9, 2014** 

 
Please return your sponsorship form no later than August 1, 2014 to be included as an “Early Bird” sponsor in our Octo-

ber circuit-wide newsletter. 
 

Please return your sponsorship form by September 15, 2014 to receive event recognition. 
 

Corporate/Law Firm Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sponsorship Contact: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone:      Fax: ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Corporate/Law Firm Web Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Diamond Sponsor - $1500 or more 

Corporate/Law Firm name, web address, and contact information in the Fall/Winter TWL newsletter, and 

October and November TWL E-news; Corporate/Law Firm logo on the TWL Judicial Reception website; 

Corporate/Law Firm name on all event press releases; Corporate/Law Firm name on promotional materi-

als at the Judicial Reception; 10 complimentary tickets to the 32nd Annual Judicial Reception; Full page 

color ad in the commemorative program—Your choice (first come first serve) of the inside front cover, cen-

ter fold, inside back cover, or back cover. 

Platinum Sponsor - $1000 or more 

Corporate/Law Firm name, web address, and contact information in the Fall/Winter TWL newsletter, and 

October and November TWL E-news; Corporate/Law Firm logo on the TWL Judicial Reception website; 

Corporate/Law Firm name on all event press releases; Corporate/Law Firm name on promotional materi-

als at the Judicial Reception; 8 complimentary tickets to the 32nd Annual Judicial Reception; One half page 

full color ad in the commemorative program. 
 

Gold Sponsor - $500 or more 
Corporate/Law Firm name and web address in the Fall/Winter TWL newsletter, and October and Novem-

ber TWL E-news; Corporate/Law Firm logo on the TWL Judicial Reception website; Corporate/Law 

Firm name on all event press releases; Corporate/Law Firm name on promotional materials at the Judicial 

Reception; 4 complimentary tickets to the 32nd Annual Judicial Reception; One fourth page full color ad in 

the commemorative program. 

Silver Sponsor - $300 or more 

Corporate/Law Firm name in the Fall/Winter TWL newsletter, and October and November TWL E-news; 

Corporate/Law Firm logo on the TWL Judicial Reception website; Corporate/Law Firm name on promo-

tional materials at the Reception; 2 complimentary tickets to the 32nd Annual Judicial Reception; One 

eighth page full color ad in the commemorative program. 
 

Friends of TWL - $150 or more (limited to individual sponsors) 
Individual name in the Fall/Winter TWL newsletter, and October and November TWL E-news; Individual name on 

promotional materials at the Judicial Reception; 1 complimentary ticket to the 32nd Annual Judicial Reception; Name 

recognition in the commemorative program.  

 
Please send check made payable to Tallahassee Women Lawyers to: 

Diane DeWolf, JR Development Chair; P.O. Box 10567; Tallahassee, Florida 32302 



The Shelter:  TWL is proud 

to assist The Shelter in Talla-

hassee. The Shelter responds 

to community members in 

need of basic necessities, in-

cluding personal care items, 

food and shelter. The Shelter is 

always in need of basic supplies 

and TWL is hoping to gather 

toothbrushes, toothpaste and 

mouthwash at our August 13th 

meeting to assist in meeting 

The Shelter’s need. We will 

have a donation box at the 

meeting, but if you are unable 

to attend and would like to 

donate, please email Christina 

Shideler at Shideler.christina  

@gmail.com. Let’s start the 

year with a bang, and show the 

community that we care! 

Second Harvest of the Big 

Bend:   Each Monday during 

September, 15% of all sales at 

the Apalachee Parkway BJ’s 

Restaurant and Brewhouse will 

be directed to America’s Sec-

ond Harvest of the Big Bend in 

support of the Harvest for 

Hunger Campaign. Dine in or 

takeout qualifies! Please make 

sure to mention the America’s 

Second Harvest of the Big Bend 

campaign. 

Questions? Contact Gigi Rollini 

grollini@lawfla.com or (850) 

553-3454. 

 

 

 

TWL Community Service Opportunities 

Mentoring Opportunities for TWL Members Abound! 

another year, I had many inter-

actions with my mentee, includ-

ing going to the hospital with 

her during the semester break 

when she thought she was in 

premature labor. 

 

TWL and WLS sponsor mixers 

and events such as the Tables 

for 8 to facilitate interactions 
with students.  Students are 

always welcome at TWL meet-

ings.  Students are grateful for 

any degree of support, which 

may be taking your student to a 

court hearing or discussing 

course selection, externships, 

or where to get their car re-

paired.  An excited student can 

also re-invigorate your appreci-

ation for the practice of law.   

Because students are busy 

people too, e-mail communica-

tions work well.  I discovered 

last year that text messages are 

sometimes preferred. 

 

If you have acted as a mentor 

in the past, please consider 

doing so again.  If you have not, 

please consider acting as a 

mentor this year.  If you have 

not already agreed to be a 

mentor, do so now by e-

mailing your contact infor-

mation and any special interests 

or practice area to  

Csgrondzik 

@floridahousinglaw.com. 

 

A mentor-mentee mixer is 
being scheduled for early in the 

Fall semester.   There will be 

an e-mail blast announcing the 

details. 

It’s a new academic year and 

that means it is time to sign up 

to be a mentor to an FSU law 

student.  TWL has a long-

standing mentoring program 

operated in conjunction with 

the FSU Women’s Law Sympo-

sium (WLS).  Acting as a men-

tor is a great opportunity to 

give back, to share the wisdom 
you have gained, and to sup-

port and encourage law stu-

dents.   

 

Students self-identify with WLS 

to participate in the program.  

Generally, mentees are 1L 

students, but upper level stu-

dents may also participate.  

Some students continue the 

relationship with their mentors 

for all three years of law 

school.   

 

The time commitment and 

mentoring experience varies 

depending on the attorney and 

the student.   I took one stu-

dent to lunch, received a very 

formal thank you card and that 

was the total relationship.  In 
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Carol Grondzik, TWL 

Director of Mentoring, is 
an attorney with Lutz, 
Bobo, Telfair, Eastman, 

Gabel & Lee.  In this ca-
pacity, Carol focuses on 
civil litigation, specializing 
in housing law for multi-

family housing owners and 
the manufactured home 
industry.  Ms. Grondzik 

can be reached at  

csgrondzik 

@floridahousinglaw.com 



 

Tallahassee Women Lawyers 

wants to recognize its mem-

bers whose engagement in the 

Tallahassee and legal communi-

ty is an inspiration to our or-

ganization.  Each month, TWL 

will recognize a TWL member 

who has provided extraordi-

nary and inspirational service in 
the Tallahassee community 

through his/her community 

engagement. 

 

 

We need your help in recog-

nizing our members and ask 

you to nominate a TWL mem-

ber that inspires you through 

volunteer work, pro bono 

service, non-profit board ser-

vice, and other community 

engagement in the Tallahassee 

community.  Nominees must 
be a TWL member licensed to 

practice law in Florida, and be 

actively engaged within the 

Tallahassee community in 

providing service.   

 

To submit a nominee, send the 

nominee’s name, contact infor-

mation, and a one-page de-

scription of the nominee’s en-

gagement and service within 

our community, to Meredith 

Hinshelwood, TWL’s Awards 

Chair, at MeredithHinshel-

wood@yahoo.com.   

Nominations are due by the 

first day of each month. 

issues are printed and mailed 

circuit-wide.  The Winter and 

Summer issues are distributed 

electronically.   

Due to space considerations, 

articles for the print issues are 

limited to 250 words.  If your 

article that you’d like to have 

considered for publication is 

longer than 250 words, it may 
be partially published in the 

electronic issues, with a link to 

your repository.  Contact me 

for details.    

TWL’s newsletter is not just 

for news!  That’s right, if you 

have a timely and short (175-

250 word) article that you’d 

like to submit for publication, 

please forward it to me.   

Topics can be anything from 

changes in the law, updates on 

rules, practice pointers, or 

items of general interest to the 

membership.   

The newsletter is published 

quarterly.  The Fall and Spring 

Submission guidelines:   

 Word format, please 

 Submit via email to 

trudy@guildaylaw.com 

 No advertisements  

 Deadlines:  

 10/24/14 

 2/20/15 

 5/15/15 

NOMINATE A TWL MEMBER FOR TWL’S 2014-2015 

INSPIRATIONAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AWARD 

Call for Articles or Submissions 

Women’s Empowerment Network Save the Date 

The WE Network is a cross-

professional women’s network 

of more than 350 members 

committed to promoting wom-

en’s professional business & 

leadership development in 

Tallahassee.  

 
To seek to become a part of 

the WE Network, go to 

www.we-network.org, and 

submit your registration appli-

cation today! (TWL Members 

and affiliates are automatically 

accepted.) 

For questions about the Sep-

tember Mixer or the WE Net-

work, or to get more involved 

on the WE Network’s planning 

committee, please contact Gigi 

Rollini, WE Network Chair, at 

grollini@lawfla.com or (850) 

553-3454. 

On Thursday, September 4, 

from 5:30-7:00 p.m., the 

Tallahassee Professional Wom-

en’s Exchange (“WE”) Net-

work, together with Club 25 

(Tallahassee’s “25 Women You 

Need to Know”), will jointly 

host an evening of fun and ca-

maraderie at one of our Mid-

town women-owned establish-
ments. Our local women elect-

ed officials will also be invited 

to attend, so that we can get to 

know them better as well.  
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Gigi Rollini, TWL WE 

Network Chair, is an 

AV rated attorney 

with Messer Ca-

parello, where she 

practices in the areas 

of appellate law, 

administrative law and 

civil litigation.  Ms. 

Rollini can be reached 

at grollini@lawfla.com 

Trudy Innes Richardson, 

TWL Newsletter Direc-

tor, is a shareholder at 

Guilday Law where she 

focuses on civil litigation, 

family law, and has begun 

an equine practice.  Ms. 

Innes Richardson can be 

reached at 

Trudy@guildaylaw.com 

Meredith Hinshel-

wood, TWL Awards 

Chair, is a Senior 

Attorney with the 

Office of Financial 

Regulation in the 

Division of Financial 

Institutions.  Ms. 

Hinshelwood can be 

reached at Meredith-

Hinshelwood@yahoo.

com 

http://www.we-network.org
mailto:grollini@lawfla.com


TWL 

Post Office Box 10567 

Tallahassee, FL 32302 
 

www.mytwl.org 

 

2014-15 MEETING SCHEDULE 

(all meetings at Capital City 

Country Club  unless noted) 

Rsvp  to: twlrsvp@gmail.com 

 

July 9, 2014  

Dinner meeting  

  

August 13, 2014 

Dinner meeting  

 

September 10, 2014 

Dinner meeting  

 

October 9, 2014—32nd Annual 

Judicial Reception Historic Capitol 

 

November 12, 2014 

 Dinner meeting  

 

December 10, 2014 —Holiday 

Party and Dessert Contest First 

District Court of Appeal 

Lunch meeting  

 

January 14, 2015  

Lunch meeting  

 

February 11, 2015 

 Dinner meeting  

 

March 10, 2015—FAWL Lobby 

Days 

Lunch meeting  

 

April 8, 2015 

 Dinner meeting  

 

May 13, 2015  

 Dinner meeting  

 

June 10, 2015  

 Dinner meeting 

 

OFFICERS 

Jessica Leigh, President 

Catherine Chapman, President-Elect 

Elizabeth Barron, Treasurer  

Katherine Viker, Secretary 

  Christi Gray, Public Relations 

  Linda Bond Edwards, Past President 

 

DIRECTORS 

Carol Grondzik, Mentoring 

Trudy Innes Richardson, Newsletter 

Rachel Nordby, Judicial Reception 

Whitney Langston, Development 

Karla Ellis, CLE 

Jennifer Sweeting, FAWL Representative 

Christin Gonzalez, Programs 

TWL 2014-2015 Board Members 

TWL 

PO Box 10567 

Tallahassee, FL  32302 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LIAISONS 

Meredith Hinshelwood, Awards 

Lindsey Lawton, Breakfast & Books 

Christina Arzillo Shideler, Community Service 

Tracy Moyé, Employment 

Twlya Sketchley, Government Affairs 

Olivia Klein, Historian 

Michael J. Williams, JNC Monitoring 

Diane DeWolf, Judicial Reception Development 

Wendy Loquasto, Legal Services Liaison 

Jessica Slatten, Meetings Coordinator 

Hon. Stephanie Williams Ray, Mentoring  

Christian Cutillo, Special Events 

Jamie Royal, Social Media 

Hon. Jessica E. Varn, Sunshine 

Hayley James Day, Technology 

Kristen Adamson-Landau, Thunderdome/Legal Aid  

Gigi Rollini, Women’s Exchange Network 

Sarah Young, Young Lawyers 



 


